For generations, the
people of southeast
Louisiana have lived off the
waters that surround them. A drive
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Southern Swamps Byway
Total Distance – 67 Miles

along the scenic LA 22-51 Southern
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Swamps Byway offers visitors a
look at the natural beauty inherent
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in the state’s bayous, marshes
and wetlands. It’s a place where
alligators and turtles slip quietly
in and out of the water, and time
almost seems to stand still. Along
the route are charming small
towns ideal for a stroll, and
plenty of great places to eat.
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Here is a sample of what visitors will
find while exploring the Southern
Swamps Byway:
Ascension Parish

Livingston Parish
d) The Creole House was
built in 1898 by Alexander
Lambert and his son Harris
Lambert for his daughter
Louisa, who was married
to Alexander Decareaux.
The house, which is on
the National Register of
Historic Places, is made out of cypress
and is typical of the dwellings built by the Creoles in the
late 1800’s. Many items and antiques from the period are
displayed in the house, including a wedding dress, large
armoire, vintage radio, sewing machine, and many
photos.
16015 Hwy. 16, French Settlement, LA 70733
225.698.9866

e) Tickfaw State Park visitors can experience
a) Cajun Village Shops
is the perfect place to stroll back in time. Visit the
unique shops in Plantation Country and boutiques that
bring wine, jewelry, candles, antiques, pottery, art,
and decor. Don’t forget to see the alligator pond in the
back!
6486 Highway 22
Sorrento, LA 70778
www.cajunvillageshops.com
225.675.2640

b) The Coffee House is a great stop to visit with
friends while enjoying breakfast with beignets and
café au lait or one of the traditional southern lunches.
It is located within The Cajun Village on the corner of
Highway 22 & Highway 70.
Open: 6 a.m. − 6 p.m., 7 days a week
6486 Highway 22
Sorrento, LA 70778
www.cajunvillageshops.com
225.675.8068
c) Bayou Francois in Sorrento is ideal
for the boating enthusiast wanting to take a
leisurely drift along the scenic bayou. There
is an open boat launch located near Airline
Highway off Highway 22. Turn onto Melancon
Road off Highway 22, turn right on Paul Road, and
veer to the right to get to the launch.
LatLong: 30.19252 -90.84593

the sights and sounds of a cypress/tupelo swamp,
a bottomland hardwood forest, a mixed pine/
hardwood forest and the Tickfaw River. Sightings
of Snowy Egrets, Great Blue Herons, alligators,
turtles, snakes, squirrels, opossums, songbirds, wild
turkeys, and migratory waterfowl, as well as tracks
of beaver, coyote, deer, fox, and raccoons, offer close
encounters with wildlife.
27225 Patterson Road
Springfield, LA 70462-8906
225.294.5020 or 1.888.981.2020

f) The Carter Plantation House dates back to 1804
when James Rheims acquired the property under a
Spanish land grant. He sold the land to Thomas Freeman
who became the first African-American to own property in
Livingston Parish. The house, now on the National Register
of Historic Places, was built between 1817 and 1820 and
is representative of a middle class plantation home. The
primary crop of the plantation has been trees—pine,
cypress and citrus.
23475 Carter Cemetery Rd
Springfield, LA 70462
225.294.7555

Tangipahoa Parish
g) Louisiana Treasures Museum
features artifacts collected through years of
painstaking diving expeditions in the Manchac
swamps and surrounding waterways. Ghosts
of years past tell visitors their stories through
the glassware, arrowheads, relics, and legends
described by Wayne Norwood.
Open: Saturdays, 10 a.m. − 4 p.m.,
Sundays noon − 4 p.m., and by appointment
10290 Highway 22
West Ponchatoula, Louisiana 70454
225.294.8352 or 225.294.9810

h) America’s Antique
City is a perfectly
preserved historic
district in the quaint
town of Ponchatoula
that features storefronts
offering a bounty of
artifacts, collectables,
furnishings, and
more. Unique
boutiques abound,
and restaurants
featuring authentic
Louisiana cuisine
with a southern flair will
quench your thirst and hunger following a leisurely day of
shopping.
Ponchatoula, LA 70454
1.800.542.7520

i) Middendorf’s Restaurant is famous for thin fried
catfish and features indoor and outdoor dining options and
offers a view of beautiful Pass Manchac. The restaurant
offers fresh seafood, big burgers, and cold cocktails.
Open: Wednesdays − Sundays, 10:30 a.m. − 9 p.m.
30160 Hwy 51 S., Akers, LA 70421
985.386.6666

River Parishes
j) Frenier Landing Restaurant and Oyster Bar offers a
tempting variety of fresh seafood dishes, salads, steaks and poboy
sandwiches. Come for lunch or dinner, and enjoy the view of Lake
Pontchartrain.
113 Dottie Lane
LaPlace, LA 70068
www.frenierlanding.com
985.224.2178

k) Cajun Pride Swamp Tours is a privately-owned wildlife
refuge just 25 miles from New Orleans. Authentic Louisiana swamp
eco-tours are offered, as well as plantation tours, city tours and
combination tours. Transportation is available for all tours.
110 Frenier Road
LaPlace, LA 70068
www.cajunprideswamptours.com
504.467.0758

