Dramatic ups and downs in the oil and gas,
lumber, transportation, farming and entertainment
businesses throughout Louisiana’s history produced the
best and the worst of times in northwest Louisiana. The
Boom or Bust Byway, which runs along La. Highway 2
and includes Loop 3049 to the west and Loop 518/146 to
the east, pays tribute to the fortunes made and lost in
this area while applauding the resiliency of its people.
Along the way, visitors can take in the beauty of
north Louisiana, known for its rolling hills, tall pines
and beautiful lakes and bayous. Oil derricks stand as reminders of
the state’s ties to the energy industry, while fields of cotton and tranquil pastures
reflect the ongoing importance of agriculture. Not far from the city of Shreveport,
communities such as Plain Dealing and Sarepta preserve a small-town, relaxed
way of life.
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Vivian Railroad Station Museum houses

Historic Downtown Homer is just a short

rotating exhibits that depict the history and
culture of the area as well as several written
accounts of the history of Vivian, including its
fascinating railroad connection. Each meticulously
restored room of the museum exhibits a diverse
array of north Caddo Parish history.

distance off of La. Highway 2 and is home to the
Herbert S. Ford Memorial Museum. Located
on the town square, The Ford Museum contains
a large collection of artifacts that reflect the life,
culture and society of north central Louisiana. The
Ford Museum has hosted Smithsonian touring
exhibitions and serves as a resource to those
interested in learning about the history of this area
from pre-Columbian times to the present.

Open: Mondays – Fridays, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.,
and by appointment.
Admission: Free
100 Front St.
Vivian, LA 71082
318.375.3633

Giles Snack Shop in Plain Dealing offers delicious

A trip along the Boom or Bust Byway is a
good way to get a feel for the adventurous,
entrepreneurial spirit of local people and the
region’s many natural attributes. Here is a
sample of what visitors will find:
Historic Caddo Lake Drawbridge in Mooringsport is
the town’s signature landmark. The lift bridge, built in 1914,
replaced the ferry and is on the National Register of
Historic Places.
La. Highway 538 at Caddo Lake
Mooringsport, LA 71060

Earl G. Williamson Park on Caddo Lake is a 40-acre
park that provides a public boat ramp, a 450-foot fishing
pier, restrooms with showers, RV camper hook-ups,
areas for tent camping, extensive picnic facilities, two
playgrounds, volleyball nets, a lighted ball field, lighted
tennis courts and a swimming area.
Open: 7 days a week, 6 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Admission: Free
11425 La. Highway 1
Oil City, LA 71061
318.995.7139

The Louisiana State Oil & Gas Museum
describes Louisiana’s early oil industry through
photographs, films and life-size dioramas.
Open: Wednesdays – Fridays, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Admission: Free
200 South Land Ave.
Oil City, LA 71061
318.995.6845

breakfast and lunch plates prepared with various locally
grown ingredients. Scrumptious pies are made from
scratch daily.
Open: Mondays – Fridays, 6:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
210 E. Palmetto St.
Plain Dealing, LA 71064
318.326.4088

Linda’s Gifts & Florist in Plain Dealing offers fine gifts
and floral arrangements backed by friendly and prompt
service.
Open: Mondays – Fridays, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. and
Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
109 N. Cottonbelt St.
Plain Dealing, LA 71064
318.326.4289

Hornet Drive-In on La. Highway 371 in Sarepta
(hometown of country music recording artist Trace
Adkins) is known for its mouthwatering 8-ounce Hornet
Cheeseburger.
Open: Mondays – Saturdays, 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
24566 La. Highway 371 N.
Sarepta, LA 71071
318.847.4611

Historic Dorcheat Bayou crosses the Boom or
Bust Byway at Sikes Ferry Landing. The boat
launch is open all hours to the public and has free
admission. Bayou Dorcheat starts at the top of
Webster Parish along the Arkansas state line and
flows 54 miles south to empty into Lake Bistineau,
located at the south end of Webster Parish. With
numerous public boat launches, it is popular for
canoeing, kayaking and fishing.
GPS Coordinates: 32°55’22.61”N 93°22’24.56”W

Open: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 9 a.m. –
noon and 1 p.m. – 4 p.m., and by appointment.
Admission: $5 for families, $3 for adults, $1 for
children
519 South Main St.
Homer, LA 71040
318.927.9190

Lake Claiborne State Park is located seven miles
southeast of Homer on La. Highway 146. The park offers
a multitude of recreational opportunities on and around
the 6,400-acre lake including swimming, fishing, boating,
picnicking and hiking.
Open: 7 days a week, 6 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Admission: $1 per person, free for those under 3
and over 62
225 State Park Road
Homer, LA 71040
318.927.2976 or 1.888.677.2524

Port Au Prince Restaurant is known for succulent
catfish and a dining room that overlooks beautiful Lake
Claiborne.
Open: Tuesdays – Saturdays, 5 p.m. – 9 p.m.
3327 La. Highway 146 (White Lighting Road)
Homer, LA 71040

Stop and learn more about the Boom or Bust
Byway at interpretive kiosks located:
➤ In front of the Vivian Railroad Station Museum at

100 Front St. in Vivian
➤ Next to the U.S. Post Office on La. Highway 2 in
Plain Dealing
➤ On the town square in Sarepta between Town Hall and
the U.S. Post Office, one block off the intersection of
La. Highway 2 and La. Highway 371
➤ At Lisbon Landing on Lake Claiborne on La. Highway 2,
just outside of Homer toward Lisbon

